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2026 REPORT OF THE NETHERLANDS

A large part of this report is similar to 2025. However there are some trends that are reason to be
sharp.

In the Netherlands IRC is run mainly as dual scoring with ORC, except for ‘Damen Breskens Sailing
Weekend’ in the south of the Netherlands where IRC is the primary system — also because part of
their market is the Belgium racing community.

There also is a substantial number of Dutch boats that is mostly active around the Solent or in the
Med.

The general trend where high level regatta’s have been attracting less boats seems to have stabilized.
Our IRC1 class (>1.050) seems very steady. Where in 2025 our IRC2 class appeared to have stabilized,
2026 seems to show a drop again.

For Breskens Sailing weekend in 2024 we thought it would be best to combine IRC2 (1.000 tot 1.050)
and IRC3 (<1.000). In 2025 we actually scored both classes combined and had a good group. In 2026
there were only 8 boats for IRC2 and none for IRC3. Only in IRC1 (10 boats) a national championship
was awarded as our rules state that you need at least 15 boats in the class or at least 75 crew. Please
note that a part of these boats are from Belgium.

The large regatta’s had good attendance. Several smaller regattas had to be cancelled due to lack of
entries or race committees. Several more local and around the can races where well attended but
mostly with our local Yardstick SW as the system.

2025 was a Fastnet year which normally means that the number of certificates are usually higher.

In 2026 our MNA moved to a registration of boats rather then certificates. This gives a different result
in comparison with what was reported in 2025 and before. This can be explained by the fact that
uptneeds to be further analyzed but would suggest that the decline of racing yachts at a higher level
is continuing.



As reported in 2025

2025 (as per moment of reporting) 123 certificates

2024 112 certificates
2023 188 certificates
2022 98 certificates

As reported in 2026

IRC Standard 27 92 66 7 58
IRC Secondary 1 7 7 12 9
Total 28 99 73 85 67

The trend that more and more boats are preferring the local Yardstick solution is also continuing. A
lot of owners and potential participants rightly or wrongly perceive racing under a handicap system,
whether IRC or ORC as complicated, because you have to get your boat measured and you need to
comply with safety regulations which is obviously not true.

As data becomes better, it appears that part of the trend is also that owners change or sell boats but
that simply not enough new boats are sold.

The trend (as reported in earlier years) that we also see more and more former owners moving to
one design racing with boats like J/80 and Finn also seems to be a bit on the rebound. Double Handed
sailing seemed less popular. This year the Dutch National Championship was combined with the
North Sea Regatta and was sailed.

The ORC Double Handed Worlds in Scheveningen was held under the most beautiful weather
conditions, if not a bit light. The fleet was international but we would have hoped to see more the 30
boats participate. We realize that ORC and IRC are commercial rivals but we also believe that the
biggest threat is the decline of participation across the bord so we push both systems without
prejudice.

Handicap systems in general should try and aim more with rules and regulation for the majority of
the fleet rather than focus less on the top end of the fleet.

Last year we reported that the Belgium and Dutch fleets were growing closer together and
participating in each others regattas. This is unchanged, however participation in both countries was
less then previous years.

No significant progress was made to further develop the cooperation between both countries.

We should encourage more cooperation to promote the success of regattas in the Belgium and Dutch
area’s.

Below is an overview of the major Dutch events and participation. It should be noted that the
Antwerp Race still needs to be held:
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